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Temperatures averaged one to four degrees below
normals. Precipitation amounts varied from less than a
tenth of art inch in the western half of the State up to two
to three inches m the eastern portion.

GENERAL

Scattered light rain showers last week were
benefictal, but most areas of the State continue to need
moisture for stressed dryland crops, according to the
Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Servtce. Irrigation systems
continue to pump water to crops, although the cooler
temperatures and local rains have allowed some producers
to catch up with crop requirements and shut down their
systems for a few days. Other farm activities included
alfalfa and wild hay harvest, fall seeding preparations, fall
wheat equipment preparations, and general livestock care.

CROPS

some value from the stressed crop. Overall, crop
development continued ahead of normal.

Soybean condition declined last week and was rated

at 4% very poor, 16% poor, 42% fair, 33% good, and 5%
excellent. Walking beans and chemical week control
continued. As with other dryland crops, non-irrigated
soybeans need moisture to reahze decent yields.

Sorghum condition also declined slightly last week
and was rated at 6% very poor, 21% poor, 49% fair, 21%
good, and 3% excellent. Cooler temperatures coupled with
the lack of moisture has slowed crop development. At
week's end, heading was at normal and coloring was slightly
ahead of normal. Some southern fields or parts of fields
have not headed out properly due to dry weather and this
remains a concern to those producers.

Alfalfa was rated at 8% very poor, 23% poor, 35%
fair, 33% good, and 1% excellent. Third cutting activities
progressed well but remain behind last year and the 5 year
average. Wild hay harvest continued, although many
producers have completed their summer haying activities.

All corn condition was rated at 3% very poor, 8%
poor, 24% fair, 53% good, and 12% excellent. Dryland
corn continued to show deterioration from lack of moisture

and heat stress with only 20% rated at good or better.
Irrigated corn was rated at 85% good or better. Some
dryland corn was being cut for silage in an effort to salvage

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was rated at 77% of
normal. Reports continue to indicate that supplemental
feeding was required where poor grazing exists or where
grazing needs to be extended.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS " LAST LAST

ASOFAUGUST18, 1991 NWI NCI NE I C I EC I SWI SC I SE STA WEEKYEARAVER-AGE
% corn dough stage 80 89 77 90 88 89 89 94 86 69 61 75

% corn dented 9 18 18 40 44 23 42 64 35 16 9 27

% sorghum headed 96 95 94 93 95 80 85 83 88 79 79 88

% sorghum turning color 0 13 17 7 25 8 6 28 21 9 4 19

% soybeans seumg pods 0 95 95 88 84 100 95 85 89 69 65 85

% alfalfa third cutting 23 40 37 54 57 67 72 53 46 30 57 53

DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF AUGUST 16, 1991

Days suitable 6.7 6 5 6.3 4 8 6.4 6 5 4.3 6.5 6.1 5 2 5

Topsoil moisture - Short 64 89 92 50 87 80 S0 100 79 71 33

(Percent) - Adequate 36 11 8 50 13 20 50 0 21 27 64

- Surplus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3

Subsod moisture - Short 36 78 92 62 65 60 83 100 73 67 43

(Percent) - Adequate 64 22 8 38 35 40 17 0 27 33 57

- Surplus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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